1720-36] LE PETIT TO D'AVAUGOUR, 217

points to him, and he admired the genius of the
French who were capable of such beautiful inventions.

The Illinois departed on the last day of June;
they were to unite with the Akensas, for the purpose
of falling upon the VYazous and upon the Corroys.
These last having set out on their retreat to the
Tchikackas, whither they were carrying the French
scalps they had taken, were met on the way by the
Tchatchoumas® and by some Zchactas, who in their
contest with them took eighteen scalps and delivered
some French women with their children. Some
time afterward, they were again attacked by a party
of the Akensas, who took from them four scalps, and
made many of their women prisoners. These good
Savages encountered on their return two pirogues of
French hunters; they passed their hands over them
from head to foot, according to their custom, in
testifying their sorrow for the death of the French,
and of their Father in Jesus Christ. They made
a solemn oath that, while one A#kensa should be
remaining in the world, the Natckez and the Vazous
should never be without an enemy. They showed
a bell and some books, which they were taking home,
they said, for the first black Chief who should come
to their Village. These were all that they had found
in the cabin of Father Souel.

I was in pain to learn what these barbarians had
done with the body of this Missionary, but a French
woman who was then their slave, has informed me
that she at last induced them to give it burial. ‘I
saw him,’’ she would often say to me, ‘‘ lying on
his back in the canes very near his house; they had
not taken from him anything but his cassock.
Although he had been dead fifteen days, his skin was



